208           A   HISTORY   OF   THE   BORGIAS

the person of that Lawgiver, it was open to Him privately
to recommend leniency: and that He did. No man could
do more.

Florence, having cast off the despotic rule of the House
of Medici, and settled herself as a true republic, was at
peace with the Holy See. After the capitulation of Faenza
Duke Cesare de Valentinois was created Duke of the
Romagna. King Don Federigo of Naples, apprehensive of
danger from the alliance of the Papacy and France set
abroad the rumour that the Duke intended to conquer
Florence and add it to the pontifical state: and, to curry
favour with the Holiness of the Pope, he suggested that
Tuscany should be erected into a kingdom, with Duke
Cesare de Valentinois della Romagna as its crowned king.
This attempt to deflect the wave of conquest into North
Italy, and away from his own dominions, met with no
success. If Duke Cesare ever had entertained the notion
of proceeding against Tuscany, he made no efforts what-
ever in that direction. On the contrary, it was the Regno
that was the object of attention. Chance after chance had
been given, alliances diplomatic and matrimonial had been
made with it: but it continued to be as a thorn in the eye
of the papacy, its sovereigns vicious, treacherous, its people
dangerous, degenerate. It was cankered to the core; and its
time was come. The Lord Alexander P.P. VI signed a
treaty with the Christian and Catholic Kings of France
and Spain for the division of Naples. The three signatories
each had a claim of sorts: the Pope's Holiness as suzerain
of certain fiefs and tyrannies, such as Benevento and Tar-
racina; the Christian King Louis XII as representative of
the Angevin dynasty; the Catholic King Don Hernando
as legitimate head of the House of Aragon. And inconti-
nently King Don Federigo de Aragona fled into exile,